
MINUTES CITY COUNCIL 
CITY OF ORANGE TOWNSHIP 

NEW JERSEY 
 
A REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ORANGE TOWNSHIP 
HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY HALL, 29 NORTH DAY STREET, ORANGE, NEW 
JERSEY, ON TUESDAY, JULY 20,  2010 IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE  CONFERENCE 
MEETING AT 8:59 PM. 
 
1) PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 

 
2) ROLL CALL       PRESENT  ABSENT 
 Hon. Elroy A. Corbitt             (At-Large)   _________  ____X____ 

Hon. Tency A. Eason           (North Ward)   ____X____  _________ 
Hon. Linda Jones-Bell            (East Ward   ____X____  _________ 
Hon. Edward B. Marable, Jr. (South Ward)  ____X____  _________ 
Hon. Rayfield Morton    (At-Large)   ____X____  _________ 
Hon. Donna K. Williams     (At-Large)   _____________  Arrived@9:02PM 
Hon. Hassan Abdul-Rasheed  (West Ward)  ____X____  _________ 
Council President 

 
 The Municipal Clerk announced that Council President Abdul- Rasheed has a quorum. 

             
ALSO PRESENT   

 
 Dwight Mitchell, Municipal Clerk    ____X____  _________ 
 Hon. Eldridge Hawkins, Jr., Mayor                                    ____X____                 _________ 
           Marvin T. Braker, City Attorney     ____X____  _________ 

Dwayne D. Warren, Legal Research Officer  ____X____  _________ 
 John F. Mason, Business Administrator    ____X____  __________ 
 Shinell Smith, Clerk’s Office    ____X____                 _________  
 
3) Municipal Clerk announces that the requirement of N.J. S.A. 10:4-9 et. seq., “Sunshine Law” 

has been met.  A notice of this meeting was sent to the Star Ledger and published in the Orange 
Transcript on July 15, 2010, posted on the Bulletin in City Hall and filed in the Office of the 
Municipal Clerk. 
 

4)        APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
 

           Conference & Regular Meeting – June 15, 2010 
Councilwoman Jones-Bell & Council President Abdul-Rasheed cannot vote, because they were 
not present. 
 
Council President Abdul- Rasheed entertained a Motion to Adopt.  

  
 Motion: Eason         Second: Marable 
 
 The Municipal Clerk announced the roll call as follows: 
  
 Re-organization Meeting July 1, 2010 
 
 Motion: Eason        Second: Morton 
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 5)       REPORTS 

 
City Clerk’s Office- Month of June 2010- $363.50 
 
CONSTABLE REPORTS  

   
 Cuthbert Harris- Month of May 2010- No Activities 
            
 Cuthbert Harris- Month of June 2010- No activities 
  
 President directs Clerk to file reports. 
 
6) COMMUNICATIONS AND PETITIONS 
  

None  
 

7)        CITIZEN COMMENTS ON GENERAL ISSUES/AGENDA ITEMS 
 
 PURSUANT TO SECTION 4-10 OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF ORANGE  

TOWNSHIP, “EACH PERSON ADDRESSING THE COUNCIL SHALL STEP UP 
TO THE MICROPHONE, SHALL GIVE HIS OR HER NAME IN AN AUDIBLE 
TONE FOR THE RECORDS, AND UNLESS FURTHER TIME IS GRANTED BY  
THE PRESIDING OFFICER, SHALL LIMIT HIS OR HER ADDRESS TO TEN 
(10) MINUTES”. 

 
PUBLIC IS EXPECTED TO CONDUCT THEMSELVES IN A PROPER 
MANNER,ANY DEROGATORY, ABUSIVE OR THREATENING STATEMENTS 
WILL NOT BE PERMITTED. THE CHAIR WILL IMMEDIATELY RULE 
SUCH CONDUCT OUT OF ORDER AND TERMINATE ANY FURTHER 
COMMENTS. 
 
Council President Abdul- Rasheed recognized William R. Lewis 
 
William R. Lewis of 688 Mosswood Avenue began by thanking everyone for the 
kindness extended to his family, after the passing of his wife, Dr. Evelyn G. Lewis.  
 
Mr. Lewis stated, at the previous Council Meeting Superintendent Ronald Lee had 
spoken.  Mr. Lewis stated that the Council President and/ or City Clerk should have 
given Mr. Lee a letter outlining the parameters of the meeting because he asked how 
much time he had to speak, and spoke for sometime, which was disrespectful (in Mr. 
Lewis eyes).  Mr. Lewis stated that there was really no reason for Mr. Lee to do this 
presentation at the Council Meeting when he had already made the same 
presentation previously, at Park Avenue School.  Mr. Lewis stated that the Council 
should attend those meetings themselves and find out what’s going on for 
themselves. 
 
Mr. Lewis stated, if the Council doesn’t get off to a good start with the budget and 
other things then they’ll be playing catch up for the rest of the year.  Mr. Lewis 
stated that the Council was given a municipal levy that they approved and the key is  
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to double it for half the year, which comes out to be seventy million dollars and the 
budget was fifty-two million.  He stated that the budget averaged out to eighty  
million and again it was higher than the fifty- two million.  Mr. Lewis stated that the 
Council needs to bring a vote back to reconsider both items and reduce them, which 
would be thirty-nine percent on the annual levy and sixty-nine percent the on the 
temporary, and bring it back to a month by month basis. 
 
Mr. Lewis stated that someone needs to take a look at the proposed project that Mr. 
Morrissy is presenting, as there is history there.  Mr. Lewis stated, if the money isn’t 
available don’t approve it.  Mr. Lewis reiterated what Councilwoman Eason had 
stated, as it relates to a proper market analysis being done, and the banks approval 
as a result of it.  Mr. Lewis stated that CHOICE favors the developer and by going 
through a CHOICE phase in this project it should raise a question, as to what the 
people benefit from it, and is it worth it for the City to do. 
 
Mr. Lewis stated with respect to resolution 178-2010, the City shouldn’t have to hire 
a Communications Consultant to write for them as they should already have 
someone on their staff capable of that.  He stated that it’s a waste of money.  Mr. 
Lewis stated that he’s not sure who’s filling Mr. Kelly’s position but the job of the 
CFO is to wear two hats.  He stated that the CFO should provide numbers to the 
Administration and to the Council if needed. 
 
Council President Abdul- Rasheed recognized Jeffrey Feld- (Please see the attached 
detailed statement) 
 
Jeffrey Feld of 268 Main Street asked what adverse opinion did the Hawkins 
Administration appeal to the Local Finance Board last week.   
 
Council President Abdul- Rasheed addressed Mr. Mason 
 
Mr. Mason deferred to Mr. Braker 
 
Mr. Braker in response stated that it’s a personnel matter that’s in litigation.   
 
Mr. Feld asked should the Auxiliary be created by ordinance or resolution. 
 
Mr. Braker stated that it is on by resolution pursuant to the Emergency 
Management statute and the Emergency Management guidelines. 
 
Mr. Feld asked if Mr. Frank Baraff’s contract was one of the sixteen noncompliant 
contracts referred to in the City’s audit in 2009. 
 
Mr. Mason stated in response stated that Mr. Baraff’s contract, which was awarded 
last year, would have been included in part of that auditing period.  Mr. Mason 
stated that RFP’s were sent out, recommendations were made and Council 
proceeded to award a contract to Mr. Baraff’s firm.  He stated all proper 
procedures were taken.  Therefore, the answer is no, it is not one of the sixteen 
contracts Mr. Feld was referring to. 
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Mr. Feld stated that he didn’t ask about last year’s contract but the original 
contract that was done in 2009. 
 
Mr. Mason stated in response that the original contract wouldn’t have been covered 
under the 2009 audit period.   
 
Mr. Feld replied, why wouldn’t it have been when that’s when the services were 
performed, in that fiscal year of 2009.  He stated that this would be Mr. Baraff’s 
third contract. 
 
Council President Abdul- Rasheed asked if Mr. Mason had anything else to add to 
his response. 
 
Mr. Mason replied, no. 
 
Mr. Feld asked how we are funding the reassessment and how that cost compares to 
the reassessment done about five years ago. 
 
Mr. Mason stated that the procedure to fund a reassessment program, if the Council 
elects to go forth with such a program, is to have a special emergency appropriation 
mechanism under the law, which allows the City to appropriate funds that come 
from it’s surplus revenue.  He then stated that that they must reimburse the surplus 
funds by one fifth back in each succeeding budget year. 
 
Council President Abdul- Rasheed recognized Derrick Griggs, Real-Estate Director 
for HANDS 
 
Derrick Griggs of 589 Tremont Avenue, Unit E gave an updated on the progress 
that that his organization has made and is still making in efforts to revitalize the 
Valley Arts District, while taking youth off the street, providing jobs and increasing 
tax revenue in the City of Orange.   
 
Mr. Griggs stated that Orange is currently an emergent market, which mean that it 
is not an area of desire.  Mr. Griggs stated that the CHOICE program gives 
developers the funds to develop emergent market areas because there aren’t many 
developers who are willing to invest in the area.  Mr. Griggs also mention their new 
project, which is the Valley Renaissance Redevelopment Project.  Mr. Griggs stated 
that the Council’s approval in the affirmative will help his organization move 
forward with the Berg Hat Factory Condominiums and Arts Center, which will 
transform a blighted property into a place to be desired.   
 
Mr. Griggs reiterated that the Berg Hat Factory Condos were both market rate and 
affordable with the lowest starting at approximately eighty thousand dollars, which 
makes it an attractive price for ownership because the monthly expenses would be 
the same as a rental property.  Mr. Griggs stated that the units will be mortgaged 
anywhere from fourteen hundred to approximately twenty-five hundred a month. 
 
Council President Abdul- Rasheed recognized Maudie Nelson 
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Maudie Nelson of 400 Oakwood Avenue stated, by the senior building there are 
lines in the street but there is none leading to the park because there isn’t a black 
top.  She stated that at the end of Highland there are bricks but those in wheelchairs 
don’t take that path in fear their chair will topple over.  Ms. Nelson stated that she 
would like to see a black top placed after the pedestrian walk way lines in front of 
the senior building, at the Oakwood Avenue side, which leads into the park to 
making it wheelchair accessible. 
 
Ms. Nelson stated that there are so many activities in the park, which limits the 
available parking spaces for seniors and their visitors.  Ms. Nelson stated that there 
is also a tree of concern near the pump station, which needs to be taken down before 
it falls down. 
 
Council President Abdul- Rasheed asked Mr. Mason to have someone speak to Ms. 
Nelson in the hallway to get all the specifics as it relates to her complaints and 
inquiries.  Council President asked that Mr. Mason have someone not only look into 
Ms. Nelson’s concerns but to address them in a timely fashion. 
 
Ms. Nelson stated in closing that the curbs on Clay Street need to be lowered so 
they’re more senior friendly. 
 
Council President Abdul- Rasheed asked Mr. Mason who could assist Ms. Nelson. 
 
Mr. Mason replied, Mr. Calvin Bell, Deputy Director of Public Works can assist Ms. 
Nelson. 
 
Mayor Hawkins through the Chair stated that Director Arlen Kemp could also 
assist because she was in the other room. 
 
Council President Abdul- Rasheed recognized Director Kemp 
 
Director Kemp stated that it is a County Park.  Therefore, they will draft letters of 
Ms. Nelson’s concerns and direct them to the County because the City has not 
jurisdiction over the County Park. 
 
Council President Abdul- Rasheed asked if all of Ms. Nelson’s issues relative to the 
County Park. 
 
Director Kemp replied, yes. 
  
Council President Abdul- Rasheed recognized Katalin Gordon  
 
Katalin Gordon of 611 Park Place welcomed he new ward Council Person 
Councilwoman Jones- Bell.  Ms. Gordon stated that she agrees with Mr. Feld and 
Mr. Lewis as it relates to a revote of the nine percent raise in the tax levy, approved 
at July 1st, re-organization meeting.  Ms. Gordon stated that the agenda for the re-
organization meeting’s agenda was not properly advertised, neither was it open for  
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public comment.  She stated that there should be a recall in order for things to be 
done the correct way. 
 
Ms. Gordon asked does Mr. how many additional hours per week does he put in to 
cover what Mr. Kelly doesn’t part time. 
 
Ms. Gordon stated, regarding resolution 179-2010, how does this years auditing 
expense compare to that of last years and the same inquiry applies to resolutions 
178-2010 and 193-2010. 
 
Council President Abdul- Rasheed recognized Mr. Mason 
 
Mr. Mason stated on the formal basis Mr. Kelly is still the Director of Finance and 
the CFO of the City of Orange.  Mr. Mason stated that he had not been appointed to 
any position, and therefore isn’t receiving any additional compensation for services 
that would normally be covered by Mr. Kelly, had he been in the office. 
 
Mr. Mason stated that he doesn’t recollect the auditing fees from last year.  
However, this year’s price is lower than last year’s price.  Mr. Mason stated that he 
would get that information for Ms. Gordon and send her a note in the next day or 
two.  Mr. Mason stated that the price for the Communications Consultant will stay 
the same as there is no change. 
 
Mr. Mason deferred to Director Kemp with respect to resolution 193-2010. 
 
Director Kemp stated with respect to resolution 193-2010 (GSE) the price is the 
same as last year. 
 
Council President Abdul- Rasheed recognized Clifford Pierre 
 
Clifford Pierre of 463 Highland Avenue is an employee of Iron Works and an intern 
at Luna Stage, through HANDS.  Iron Works allows youth to apply their artistic 
abilities whether it’s through painting, creating t-shirts or musically.  Mr. Pierre 
interns at Luna Stage for the Help for Haiti project, and through this project he has 
seen the youth come out of gangs and off the street.   
 
Mr. Pierre asked the Council consider the Berg Condominium renaissance project 
because it will not only be a positive enhancement to the Valley Arts District but it 
may open more doors for the youth and residents of Orange as well. 
 
Council President Abdul- Rasheed recognized Gloria Stewart 
 
Gloria Stewart of 62 Hampton Terrace stated in response to a comment that former 
Councilman Lewis had made, if he’s really concerned about the welfare of our 
students then he could to go to the Board of Education and lend a helping hand.  
She then stated maybe Mr. Lewis could be on the Budget Advisory Committee as 
well since he has so many suggestions, and provide everyone with Budget 101. 
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Mrs. Stewart congratulated newly hired Legislative Research Officer Dwayne 
Warren on his position.  Mrs. Stewart stated that she hopes materials get to Mr. 
Warren in a timely fashion so that he has time to do research and be prepare to 
answer whatever questions deemed necessary. 
 
Mrs. Stewart inquired as to an update on the following as follows: 
 

• What is the status on the Oakwood Avenue homes? 
• What is the status of the CFO’s replacement?  
• What is the status of the Deputy Clerk’s position? 
• What are the Pros & Cons of Standing Committees 
•  What are the Pros & Cons of Valley Renaissance units?  
• What is the term of OHS as it relates to resolution 199-2010 and why? 

 
Council President Abdul- Rasheed in response to Mrs. Stewart’s inquiry as it relates to 
resolution 199-2010 stated that the Orange Housing Authority is a Federal entity that 
has its own rules, regulations and guidelines.  Council President stated all the 
commissioners had been on a five year term since this committee began. 
 
Council President Abdul- Rasheed addressed Mr. Mason as it relates to Mrs. Stewarts 
inquiry as to the status of the CFO. 
 
Mr. Mason in response stated that Mr. Kelly has not resigned but is still the CFO for 
the City of Orange and Director of Finance on a part time basis.  Mr. Mason stated that 
his position has been advertised and resumes have been received from perspective 
candidates.  Mr. Mason stated that he, the Mayor and Mr. Kelly have interviewed a 
candidate who can provide accounting services and will begin as the Deputy Director of 
Finance the Monday following this meeting.  Mr. Mason stated that the candidate is a 
very qualified accountant who has been doing auditing for five years and has the 
technical expertise and knowledge to assist in the Finance Department.  However, the 
search will continue for a replacement for Mr. Kelly. 
 
Mr. Mason stated that Mr. Kelly’s stipend at this time is approximately two hundred 
and eighty- eight dollars a week.   
 
Council President Abdul- Rasheed addressed Director Valerie Jackson as it relates to 
Mrs. Stewarts inquiry as to the status of the Oakwood Avenue homes, and pros & cons 
of Valley Renaissance units. 
 
Director Jackson stated to Mrs. Stewart that the one requirement will not meet 
Orange’s standards.  Director Jackson stated that we have multiple projects going on in 
Orange, such as the Walter G. Alexander project which is in the first phase.  She stated 
that the second phase focuses on senior housing and the third phase is market rate 
house.  Therefore, this is just a different type of housing, as it relates to the Berg 
condominiums, which cannot fulfill all the needs of the residence of Orange. 
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 Director Jackson stated as it relates to the Oakwood Avenue fire victims, she stated 
 that she spoke with every victim except for one.  Director Jackson stated that she 
 ascertained a copy of the insurance of those individuals who actually had it.  She  
 asked that homeowners get together with one another and act almost as if they are a 
 condo association because some want to rebuild and some rather not rebuild.  
 Director Jackson stated that she is facilitating them and acting as a homeowner’s 
 association, and this behavior is in all of their best interest.  Otherwise, this problem  
 becomes the City’s problem and everyone should be responsible for their own 
 property.  
 
 Ms. Stewart stated why are there so many change orders such as the one with 
 respect to resolution 194-2010. 
 
 Council President Abdul- Rasheed addressed Mr. Mason 
 
 Mr. Mason replied stating, it’s because the bids come in better than the expected 
 estimates and that is the reason for most change orders.  However, as it relates to 
 resolution 194-2010, this is a granted funded project and this particular change 
 order represents additional work on this Bell Stadium project.   
  

Council President Abdul- Rasheed recognized Harold Johnson 
 
Harold Johnson of 235 Fuller Terrace stated that there is a committee in the West 
Ward that would like to set up a dialogue with the Council President so that he’ll be 
in the loop as to what’s happening in their ward. 
 
Mr. Johnson asked how can he become a part of the Citizens Budget Advisory 
Committee. 
 
Council President Abdul- Rasheed addressed Dwight Mitchell, Municipal Clerk 
 
Mr. Mitchell stated that each Council Member has to appoint two individuals to the  
Budget Advisory Committee.   
 
Mr. Johnson asked if all the appointments have been made. 
 
Mr. Mitchell stated that Council President is currently seeking feedback from the 
Council as to their appointments. 
 
Mr. Johnson asked if there is an application that he can fill out or where can he 
submit his resume. 
 
Mr. Mitchell stated that Mr. Johnson should reach out to a Council Member 
because the decision is in their hands. 
 
Mr. Johnson thanked Ms. Kemp and staff for the new black top on Carteret and 
Fuller Terrace. 
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 Motion to Close Citizen Comments: Williams  Voice Vote  Second: Eason 
 
 

8) COUNCIL COMMENTS 
 
 Council President Abdul- Rasheed recognized Councilwoman Williams 
 
 Councilwoman Williams stated in response to former Councilman Lewis comment that she 
 invited both Superintendent Lee and Walter McNeil to the Council meeting because she’s often 
 asked questions relating to both school and housing issues and updates.  Councilwoman 
 Williams stated, although the Board of Education and Housing Authority hold their  own 
 meetings they’re not aired, and for individuals who cannot attend those meetings this allows 
 them the opportunity to catch up on what they would ordinarily have missed.  She stated that 
 she will continue to invite people to speak, as it is very important to keep the residents of Orange 
 informed.   
 
 Councilwoman Williams apologized to the Citizens of Orange for any portion of the agenda that 
 from the re-organization meeting on July 1st that they may have wanted to speak to but wasn’t 
 given the opportunity to do so.  She stated that it  wasn’t intentional that the public portion had 
 been left out.  However, any portion can be revisited, if it is the desire of the citizens. 
 
 Council President Abdul- Rasheed recognized Councilman Morton 
 
 Councilman Morton stated as it relates to parking at Orange Park, he spoke with County 
 Executive Joe D. with respect to opening the northeast wing of the park, which sits on Central 
 Avenue and Oakwood Avenue.  He stated that opening the northeast wing would provide 
 parking for people in the park, residents and those who attend St. Matthews Church (if they 
 have an overflow).  Councilman Morton stated that a curb has been placed around the entrance 
 of the park so that individuals can no longer drive their vehicles into the park.  Therefore, he 
 is still working on getting this parking issued resolved. 
 
 Councilman Morton stated to the residents that they have to come out and voice their opinions 
 and stated their views because he’s only one voice.  He stated that the residents have to get 
 involved in making this town what it should be and Council Meetings are a great forum in which 
 they can speak freely. 
 
  

 Council President Abdul- Rasheed recognized Councilwoman Eason 
 
 Councilwoman Eason congratulated the Acting Fire Chief Bobby Maginelli for his appointment 
 as she has known him for many years and believes he will do an excellent job.  She then 
 commended the Fire Dept. on a job well done to the fire house. 
 
 Councilwoman Eason stated that she voted on the nine percent increase to the budget as a way 
 to get the budget process started, knowing that it would not be a nine percent increase.  She 
 stated that it was to her knowledge the nine percent increase is a work in progress, as per Mr. 
 Mason.  Councilwoman Eason then asked Mr. Mason to explain to the public how this works as 
 the Council did not vote in favor of a nine percent increase.  
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 Council President Abdul- Rasheed addressed Mr. Mason 
 
 Mr. Mason replied stating the preliminary municipal tax for fiscal year 2011 represent a nine 
 percent increase over the amount to be raised by taxation included in the fiscal year 2010 
 budget.  However, the Governor has reduced municipal aid for the state, and it has specifically 
 reduced the aid to Orange by three million dollars.  Mr. Mason stated that Mr. Kelly prepared a 
 resolution with the reduction to the state aid in mind, knowing that it is a preliminary number 
 subject to adjustment, with the adoption of the fiscal year 2011 budget.  Mr. Mason stated, once 
 Council receives that it will continue on in its own deliberation, and review of that particular 
 budget, and set the tax rate, as they did when they adopted the fiscal year 2010 budget in May of 
 this year. 
 
  Mr. Mason stated that the preliminary tax increase is not a number that is in stone and will be 
 adjusted, after the Council completes their deliberations and come to an amount they feel is 
 appropriate under the current circumstances that we’re saddled with by the state.  He stated 
 that no public hearing is required on a preliminary tax resolution or the temporary budget. 
 
 Mr. Mason stated in response to a comment that was made, that the temporary budget is 26.25 
 percent of the prior year’s budget, which is the fiscal year 2010 budget.  Mr. Mason stated that 
 appropriations in that budget are budgeted in full, as required by law.  He stated that one of 
 those things is debt services, which is a relatively large figure in that budget so we can’t 
 extrapolate that figure because by doing so we’ll come up with an incorrect budget. 
 
 Councilwoman Eason stated, as it relates to the budget, she and Mr. Mason had discussed the 
  need for grant writers to find us new money.  She stated that the Council as a whole need to 
 look at how they can bring new dollars into the City to offset the tax increase.  Councilwoman 
 Eason stated that an RFQ or RFP was put out to hire a grant writer.  However, maybe we 
 should look into having some of our retirees, such as Bill Lewis find us some new money, as a 
 volunteer for the City. 
 
 Councilwoman Eason replied to a comment that Bill Lewis had made, as it relates to 
 Council attendance, stating that she has only missed one meeting and one special meeting out of 
 nine years on the Council. 
 
 Councilwoman Eason stated to Director Kemp that a whole on Spring Street (between Park and 
 White Street) was patched but needs to be completely filled. 
 
 Councilwoman Eason stated that she asked the Legislative Research Officer to look at some 
 amendments to see how we can address the eighteen wheeler trucks, which come through our 
 residential streets where children play.  Councilwoman Eason asked that the Legislative 
 Research Officer also look into how we can regulate pit-bull dogs.  She stated that a lot of our 
 residents are afraid of pit-bulls so we need to amend our dog ordinance with a special section 
 that says that they have to be registered and insured, and they need to be muzzled when walking 
 them in public streets. 
 
 Councilwoman Eason stated, at the next meeting there needs be an ordinance amended for taxi 
 service because they’re operating outside of their ordinance.  She stated that they have already 
 begun to make some changes so it will be ready by the next meeting. 
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 Councilwoman Eason stated that she asked the Legislative Research Officer to look how we can 
 keep those operating motorized wheelchairs safe.  She stated that they should be have reflective 
 and a high safety flag because motorist can’t see them until they’re right up on them.  
 Councilwoman Eason stated that we also need to look at the speeding that takes place in Orange, 
 and set up speed traps to curtail it.  She then asked the Mayor if we could began to set up these 
 speed traps at locations such as North Day, Cleveland Street, Park Avenue and some of the other 
 areas. 
  
 Council President Abdul- Rasheed recognized Councilwoman Jones-Bell 
 
 Councilwoman Jones-Bell thanked her constituents for voting her in and promised that their 
 concerns won’t fall on deaf ears.  She then thanked the departments and department heads who  
 warmly embraced her with open arms. 
 
 Councilwoman Jones-Bell thanked Maudie Nelson for contributing over sixty years to politics.  
 Councilwoman Jones- Bell stated that Ms. Nelson still has the tenacity and drive to come out and 
 state her peace, and we can all take a lesson from her.    
 
 Councilwoman Jones-Bell stated that one of Ms. Nelson’s complaints is that of people falling out 
 of their wheelchairs due to high curbs, which she can vouch for as a member of the East Ward.  
 She stated that will be an issue she’ll tackles with the help of Director Kemp, along with some 
 others as well. 
 
 Council President Abdul- Rasheed entertained a motion to extend the meeting. 
 
 Motion: Marable     Second: Eason 
 
 The roll call by the Municipal Clerk was as follows: 
 
 Yeas: Eason, Jones-Bell, Marable, Morton, Williams and Council President Abdul- Rasheed 
 Nays: None 
 Abstentions: None 
 Absence: Corbitt 
 
 Council President Abdul- Rasheed ruled the motion was carried by Six Yeas, No Nays, No 
 Abstentions and One Absence. 
 
 Council President Abdul- Rasheed asked the Council to expeditiously make two 
 recommendations for the Citizens Budget Advisory Committee and submit them to the Clerk.   
 Council President Abdul- Rasheed stated that he asked the City Attorney if the City Council 
 could start the budgetary process on their own because he was advised that they could.  
 Council President then asked the Legislative Research Officer to make a call to the Legislative 
 Research Officer at the League of Municipalities and confirm as to whether or not the Council 
 can began budget hearings. Council President asked Mr. Mason if he could began to have a 
 dialogue with his Directors as to come up with some budgetary dates. 
 
 Council President Abdul- Rasheed stated that he has been attending City Council Meetings 
 since 1999 and at one time was a full-term district leader. 
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 Council President Abdul- Rasheed stated that he had been off the streets for ninety days due to a 
 much needed knee replacement, which had taken place in May of this year.   
 
 Council President Abdul- Rasheed recognized Councilwoman Eason 
 
 Councilwoman Eason stated that Councilman Corbitt could not be in attendance because of the 
 date change and he was already bound to a prior engagement. 
 
 Council President Abdul- Rasheed stated that he had already been apprised by Councilman 
 Corbitt. 
 
 Council President Abdul- Rasheed recognized Mayor Hawkins 
 
 Mayor Hawkins stated to Councilwoman Eason with respect to the speeding on a variety of the 
 streets it will be rapidly addressed.  Mayor Hawkins stated that Councilwoman Eason can 
 contact him directly and they can dialogue about this issue offline, and prioritize giving the 
 police department an opportunity to respond appropriately. 
 
 Mayor Hawkins stated as it relates to grant funding and a grant writer an RFP and RFQ had 
 been prepared but needs to be moved on as it relates to selecting one.  Mayor Hawkins stated, in 
 hard economic times we have to shift our thought and paradigm as to how we do business.  
 Mayor Hawkins stated, in the past we paid grant writers whether they or not they produce.  
 However, going forward they will only get paid as they produce or where its performance based, 
 as a way not to waste money.   
 
 Mayor Hawkins stated that they’re constantly seeking alternative means of funding in which 
 to get things done, with out placing the burden on the backs of tax payers.  He stated that he 
 recently had a conversation with U.S. Senator Frank Lautenberg, as it relates to a six hundred   
 thousand dollar grant that we’re being able to utilize under the office of Emergency 
 Management for the firehouse. 
 
 Mayor Hawkins asked Tai Cooper to approach the podium and speak to how that process works
 and to highlight some of the other grant dollars that we’ve gotten. 
 
 Tai Cooper stated over the past year she has applied for over three million dollars in earmark 
 which has not been done before. Tai stated that we applied for six hundred thousand dollars 
 through Home Land Security, which is the reason Senator Lautenberg called the Mayor.  She 
 stated that we received seven hundred thousand dollars last year and a portion of that went to 
 our Police Department’s new computerized dispatch system, and the other half went to the 
 Chestnut Street Pump Station.  Tai stated that this is funding that is proactively being sought 
 after and she will continue to work on the earmarks for 2011. 
 
 Mayor Hawkins stated that he is excited to see things move forward in the Valley District.  He 
 stated that we need a lighting rod to ignite that area so that it’s not just a valley for the arts but 
 for condo living and such.  Mayor Hawkins stated that he’s elated to see the Berg Hat Factory 
 project moving forward and thanked Mr. Pat Morrissy, and all that were involved in making 
 this happen. 
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 Council President Abdul- Rasheed recognized Councilwoman Williams 
 
 Councilwoman Williams made announcements as follows: 
 

• Tuesday August 3rd- National Night Out 
 

• Friday August 6th- 2nd Annual Family Festival in Memory of Hassan C. Miller/ Stop the 
Violence Basketball Game at Central Playground 

 
• Friday August 13th- Annual Police Department Vs Fire Department Softball Game 

 
 Council President Abdul-Rasheed asked if Legislative Research Officer Mr. Warren could place 
 a copy of his finding in his colleague’s mailbox, and give a copy to the Administration as well, as 
 it pertains to whether or not the City Council can hold budget hearings on their own. 
 
 Council President Abdul-Rasheed reiterated to the Council that he would like the names of two 
 individuals from each of them, in which they would like to appoint to the Citizen Budget 
 Advisory.  Council President then stated that he would like the Council to immediately start 
 submitting dates in which they would like to hold the budget hearings.  He stated that this is in 
 no way stepping on the Mayor’s toes as they had already discussed this matter. 
 
 Council President Abdul- Rasheed recognized 
 
 Mayor Hawkins stated that he is in full of support of getting the budget process going.  Mayor 
 Hawkins stated that this is something on the regular basis the Administration and Directors 
 are continually thinking about and considering but there are a myriad of different variables that 
 come into play when trying to move the budget forward, such as forms of State Aid, State 
 Budget, UEZ and our Unions.  Mayor Hawkins stated that all of these things are going on 
 behind the scene which forms our budget and the Business Administration is in talks with the 
 Unions as well.  Mayor Hawkins stated, once all these things come together we can move 
 forward with the budget so that the Council has something to work with. 
 
 Council President asked the Clerk to move the Agenda. 
 
9)      ORDINANCES – SECOND READING/PUBLIC HEARING  
           
 None 
          
10)       ORDINANCE INTRODUCTION /FIRST READING  

 
13-2010    An ordinance of the Municipal Council of the City of Orange Township assigning 
                and amending the financial agreement previously executed by and between the 

   City and Berg Development Urban Renewal Associates, LLC to Valley Renaissance 
   Urban Renewal Entity, LLC for the redevelopment of certain properties located within 

      the Central Valley Redevelopment Plan Area. 
      
   Council President Abdul-Rasheed stated that the public hearing and final adoption of 
   this ordinance will be on September 7, 2010, in the Council Chambers, Orange City Hall, 
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   29 North Day Street, Orange, New Jersey, and the City Clerk shall publish the notice of  
   first reading, and the time and place the ordinance will be considered for final passage. 
  
              Council President Abdul-Rasheed entertained a Motion to Adopt on First Reading. 
  
 Motion: Williams      Second: Eason 
 

The Municipal Clerk announced the roll call as follows: 
   
  Yeas: Eason, Jones-Bell, Marable, Williams and Council President Abdul-Rasheed 
  Nays: Morton 
  Abstentions: None 
  Absences: Corbitt 
 
 Council President Abdul-Rasheed ruled the motion was carried by Five Yeas, One Nay, 

No Abstentions and One Absence. 
 

 
14-2010 An ordinance to amend and supplement Chapter 210-89(J) and Chapter 88-1  

“Fees” established fees to be paid by prospective developers to cover the cost of  
municipal experts (city planner, engineers, etc.) who work on and assist with development 
applications. 

 
   Council President Abdul-Rasheed stated that the public hearing and final adoption of 

  this ordinance will be on September 7, 2010, in the Council Chambers, Orange City Hall, 
  29 North Day Street, Orange, New Jersey, and the City Clerk shall publish the notice of  

   first reading, and the time and place the ordinance will be considered for final passage. 
  
              Council President Abdul-Rasheed entertained a Motion to Adopt on First Reading. 
  
 Motion: Williams      Second: Eason 
 
  
 Council President Abdul-Rasheed recognized Councilwoman Williams 
 
 On the Motion, Councilwoman Williams asked if this came out of the Department of 

Planning. 
 
 Mr. Mason replied, yes. 
 
 Councilwoman Williams addressed Director Jackson 
 
 Councilwoman Williams stated to Director Jackson, often times when we do marketing, 

its limited in terms of not being able to see the vision unless the blue print is in front of us 
(i.e.- Hospital Center).  Councilwoman Williams asked if we could include a fee for 
mandatory marketing and education, where the developer would have to do forms on tax 
abatements. She stated for example, they would have to get an interchanging billboard  
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 that shows the Hospital Center before and after.  Councilwoman Williams then stated, 

could that be a part of the development package as well.  
 
 Director Jackson responded stating, there cannot be a fee for it but what they can do is 

submit a rendering of the final project to the Planning Board, with before and after 
pictures. 

 
 Councilwoman Williams asked if the developer could set aside money in their contract 

for educating and marketing.  Therefore the citizens of Orange can be more 
knowledgeable as to what’s going on. 

 
 Director Jackson stated, we can have developer’s do forms as it has been done in the past, 

as it is something that the City does and the developer is glad to do because they’re trying 
to sell the property.  She stated that it would be incumbent of us to establish those forms 
and then have people come get them. 

  
The Municipal Clerk announced the roll call as follows: 

   
  Yeas: Eason, Jones-Bell, Marable, Morton, Williams and Council President Abdul- 
  Rasheed 
  Nays: None 
  Abstentions: None 
  Absences: Corbitt 
 
 Council President Abdul-Rasheed ruled the motion was carried by Six Yeas, No Nays, No 

Abstentions and One Absence. 
 

15-2010. An ordinance to amend Chapter 93 Fire Prevention of the Code of the City of 
Orange Township to add a new section titled Non-Life Hazard Uses, to be inserted  
as Section 93-4.2. 

     
    Council President Abdul-Rasheed stated that the public hearing and final adoption of 
   this ordinance will be on September 7, 2010, in the Council Chambers, Orange City Hall, 
   29 North Day Street, Orange, New Jersey, and the City Clerk shall publish the notice of  
   first reading, and the time and place the ordinance will be considered for final passage. 
  
              Council President Abdul-Rasheed entertained a Motion to Adopt on First Reading. 
  
 Motion: Williams      Second: Marable 
 

The Municipal Clerk announced the roll call as follows: 
   
  Yeas: Eason, Jones-Bell, Marable, Morton, Williams and Council President Abdul- 
  Rasheed 
  Nays: None 
  Abstentions: None 
  Absences: Corbitt 
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  Council President Abdul-Rasheed ruled the motion was carried by Six Yeas, No Nays, No 

Abstentions and One Absence. 
 
16-2010 An ordinance to amend Chapter 93 Fire Prevention of the Code of the City of Orange 

Township to add a new section titled Fire Alarms, to be inserted as Section 93-15. 
 
        Council President Abdul-Rasheed stated that the public hearing and final adoption of 
   this ordinance will be on September 7, 2010, in the Council Chambers, Orange City Hall, 
   29 North Day Street, Orange, New Jersey, and the City Clerk shall publish the notice of  
   first reading, and the time and place the ordinance will be considered for final passage. 
  
              Council President Abdul-Rasheed entertained a Motion to Adopt on First Reading. 
  
 Motion: Morton      Second: Williams 
 

The Municipal Clerk announced the roll call as follows: 
   
  Yeas: Eason, Jones-Bell, Marable, Morton, Williams and Council President Abdul- 
  Rasheed 
  Nays: None 
  Abstentions: None 
  Absences: Corbitt 
 
  Council President Abdul-Rasheed ruled the motion was carried by Six Yeas, No Nays, No 

Abstentions and One Absence. 
 

 
17-2010 An ordinance to amend Chapter 93 Fire Prevention of the Code of the City of Orange 

  Township to add a new section titled, Fire Lanes/Fire Zones, to be inserted as Section 93-
  14. 

 
       Council President Abdul-Rasheed stated that the public hearing and final adoption of 
   this ordinance will be on September 7, 2010, in the Council Chambers, Orange City Hall, 
   29 North Day Street, Orange, New Jersey, and the City Clerk shall publish the notice of  
   first reading, and the time and place the ordinance will be considered for final passage. 
  
              Council President Abdul-Rasheed entertained a Motion to Adopt on First Reading. 
  
 Motion: Williams      Second: Morton 
 

The Municipal Clerk announced the roll call as follows: 
   
  Yeas: Eason, Jones-Bell, Marable, Morton, Williams and Council President Abdul- 
  Rasheed 
  Nays: None 
  Abstentions: None 
  Absences: Corbitt 
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  Council President Abdul-Rasheed ruled the motion was carried by Six Yeas, No Nays, No 
  Abstentions and One Absence. 

 
 
   The Municipal Clerk announced that ordinance 18-2010 has been Withdrawn by  

  Councilman Morton on behalf of Councilman Corbitt (sponsor). 
 

18-2010 An ordinance to amend Chapter 4 of the Code of the City of Orange Township,  
            to change the agenda .       
 
                                       
           a)  Motion to adopt on First Reading:    Second: 

                  b)  Public Hearing: September 7, 2010      
 
     

11)            CONSENT AGENDA 
  

ALL ITEMS LISTED WITH AN ASTERISK (*) ARE CONSIDERED TO BE ROUTINE 
BY THE CITY COUNCIL AND WILL BE ENACTED BY ONE MOTION.  THERE WILL  
 
BE NO SEPARATE DISCUSSION OF THESE ITEMS UNLESS A COUNCIL MEMBER 
SO REQUESTS, IN WHICH EVENT, THE ITEM WILL BE REMOVED FROM THE  
GENERAL ORDER OF BUSINESS AND CONSIDERED IN ITS NORMAL SEQUENCE 
OF THE AGENDA.  
 
The Municipal Clerk announced that the following resolutions have been removed for a 
separate vote: 179-2010, 200-2010, 201-2010, 202-2010 & 203-2010 
 
The Municipal Clerk announced that resolution 186-2010 & 192-2010 have been withdrawn 
by the Administration. 

 
       RESOLUTIONS NO. *177-2010-*178-2010, *180-2010- *181-2010, *183-2010 *185-2010, 
     *187-2010- *191-2010, *193-2010- *199-2010 
 
 
*177-2010 A resolution approving the bill list dated July 14, 2010 and approving checks issued by 

the Finance Department in accordance with Ordinance 2-95. (PAGES 1-38, GRAND 
TOTAL: $5,091,524.87) 

 
178-2010 A resolution authorizing the award of a fair and open contract to Franklin L. Baraff 

Communications, to provide communications consulting services to the City of Orange 
Township at a fee not to exceed $44,172.00. 

 
*180-2010 A resolution authorizing a contract with Samuel Klein & Co. to provide assistance in the 

completion of the annual financial statement at a rate not to exceed $8,500.00. 
 
*181-2010 A resolution authorizing the refund of taxes due to state board judgments. 
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*182-2010 A resolution authorizing the refund of taxes paid due to inadvertent payment. 
 
*183-2010 A resolution authorizing the refund of taxes paid due to inadvertent payment. 
 
*184-2010 A resolution authorizing the refund of taxes paid due to inadvertent payment. 
 
*185-2010 A resolution authorizing a system support agreement with First Byte Corporation located 

at 1029 Teaneck Road, Teaneck, New Jersey 07666 for an annually renewable 
maintenance plan on the tax billing system software effective July 1, 2010 to June 30, 
2011 in the amount not to exceed $5,000.00. 

 
*186-2010 A resolution awarding contract for reassessment of property to Realty Appraisal Co. of West 

New York, New Jersey. WITHDRAWN BY ADMINISTRATION 
 
187-2010 A resolution authorizing the submission of an application to the New Jersey Department 

of Community Affairs for CHOICE subsidy support for the development of the Valley 
Renaissance Center Condominium Project as proposed in the application and 
acknowledging that the processing and expenditure of funds shall be in accordance with 
the terms of CHOICE Program and the CHOICE  subsidy guidelines. 

 
*188-2010 A resolution authorizing the City of Orange Township to add 173 Taylor Street to its 

existing City of Township abandoned properties list. 
 
*189-2010 A resolution terminating the redevelopment agreement designing Mighty Fortress, LLC 

as redeveloper for a portion of the Central Orange Redevelopment Area. 
 
*190-2010 A resolution authorizing the submission of an application to the New Jersey Housing and 

Mortgage Finance Agency for CHOICE subsidy support for the development of the 
Walter G. Alexander Complex Condominium Project as proposed and acknowledging  

 that the processing and expenditure of funds shall be in accordance with the terms of 
CHOICE Program and the CHOICE subsidy guidelines. 

 
*191-2010 A resolution amending Resolution 105-210 authoring the submission of an application to 

the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs for CHOICE subsidy support to the 
development of the High view Village Condominium Project as proposed in the 
application and acknowledging that the processing and expenditure of funds shall be in 
accordance with the terms of the CHOICE Program and CHOICE subsidy guidelines. 

 
*192-2010 A resolution approving the submission and approval of an application to the State of New 

Jersey Urban Enterprise Zone Authority for Phase XIV of the salaries for eight (8) UEZ patrol 
officers in the amount of $442,376.00. WITHDRAWN BY ADMINISTRATION 

 
*193-2010 A resolution authorizing the award of a non-fair and open contract with GSE, LLC, 3121 

US Highway 22 East, Suite 301, Branchburg, New Jersey 08876for professional engineering 
services for contract administration, field observation and office management services of the 
City’s contract with US Water commencing July 1, 2010 through June 30, 2011 in the amount not 
to exceed $46,800.00. 
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*194-2010 A resolution authorizing Change Order No. 1 to modify the contact for the project known 

as the Bell Stadium Improvement Project Phase II due to unforeseen conditions, in the 
amount not to exceed $134,178.22. 

 
*195-2010 A resolution approving the revised completion of Phase II of the Bell Stadium 

Improvement Project pursuant to Green Acres regulations. 
 
*196-2010 A resolution authorizing an addendum to Resolution #251-2009 to T & M Associates, 

Eleven Tindall Road, Middletown, New Jersey 07748-2792 for additional engineering 
services for the Stirling Avenue and residential area roadway improvements (between 
Mosswood Avenue and the South Orange border) in the amount not to exceed $2,900.00. 

 
*197-2010 A resolution authorizing approval to submit a grant application and execute a grant 

agreement with the New Jersey Department of Transportation for the City of Orange 
Township roadway improvements for various streets 2011 project. 

 
*198-2010 A Resolution establishing the City of Orange Township Auxiliary Police Unit. 
 
*199-2010 A resolution re-appointing  Ernest C. Williams, 307 Heywood Avenue, Orange, New 

Jersey, as a member to the Housing Authority of the City of Orange Township, New 
Jersey for a term of five(5) years. 

 
 Motion: Eason       Second: Morton 
 
 The Municipal Clerk announced the roll call as follows: 
 
 Yeas: Eason, Jones-Bell, Marable, Morton and Williams 
 Nays: None 
 Abstentions: None 
 Absences: Abdul- Rasheed and Corbitt 
 
 Council President Abdul-Rasheed ruled the motion was carried by Five Yeas, No Nays, No 

Abstentions and One Absence. 
  
 The Municipal Clerk will now address those resolutions that have been removed for a 

separate vote. 
 
179-2010 A resolution authorizing a contract with McEnerney, Brady & Co. LLC to serve as 

municipal auditors to perform the fiscal year 2010 audit along with ancillary accounting 
services to complete the city’s annual financial statement at a rate not to exceed 
$75,000.00. 

 
 Motion: Willliams       Second: Marable 
 
 Council Vice President Marble recognized Councilwoman Eason 
 On the Motion: Councilwoman Eason stated, in order for there to be transparency and to 

move this City forward we need to get a fresh set of eyes to do the audit.   
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 Councilwoman Eason stated that we should bring on someone brand new and without any 

present or former attachments to the City.  Councilwoman Eason stated that she is only 
speaking for herself and this is the reason she will not be in support of this resolution.  

 
 Council Vice President Marable recognized Councilwoman Williams 
 
 Councilwoman Williams stated for the knowledge of residence; to the Business 

Administrator, we don’t necessarily bring the auditors in as they respond to an RFP, correct. 
 
 Mr. Mason in response stated that is correct. 
 
 Councilwoman Williams stated that we solicit based on responses, correct. 
 
 Mr. Mason in response stated that is correct. 
 
 Councilwoman Williams asked how many people respond to this RFP. 
 
 Mr. Mason replied, two. 
 
 Councilwoman Williams asked if there was anyone new who had responded. 
 
 Mr. Mason replied, no.  
 
 Council President Abdul- Rasheed asked the BA if these were the same two vendors who 

applied last year. 
 
 Mr. Mason replied, yes. 
 

  The roll call by the Municipal Clerk was as follows: 
 
  Yeas: Jones-Bell, Marable, Williams and Council President Abdul- Rasheed 
  Nays: Eason and Morton 
  Abstentions: None 
  Absence: Corbitt 
 

 Council President Abdul- Rasheed ruled the motion was carried by Four Yeas, Two Nay, No 
Abstentions and One Absence. 

 
*200-2010 A resolution appointing Councilwoman Linda Jones-Bell as the City Council 

Representative to the Orange Housing Authority. 
 
 Motion: Abdul-Rasheed       Second: Williams 
 
 Council Vice President Marable recognized Councilwoman Eason 
 
 On the Motion, Councilwoman Eason asked that this resolution be tabled because of 

numerous phone calls received in regards to Linda Jones-Bell being the Tenants 
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 Association President at 340 Thomas Blvd. and this is a conflict of interest.  

Councilwoman Eason stated that she would like the Legislative Research Officer to give a 
ruling on this to make sure that everything is clear and above board, and the Council 
doesn’t get into trouble. 

 
 Council Vice President Marable entertained a Motion to Table. 
 
 Motion:  Eason       Second: Morton 
  

  The roll call by the Municipal Clerk was as follows: 
 
  Yeas: Eason and Morton 
  Nays: Marable, Williams and Council President Abdul- Rasheed 
  Abstentions: Jones-Bell 
  Absence: Corbitt 
 

 Council President Abdul- Rasheed ruled the motion does not carry by Two Yeas, Three 
Nays, One Abstention and One Absence. 

 
 Council President Abdul-Rasheed asked to briefly hear a legal opinion from both the 

Dwanyne Warren, Legislative Research Officer and Marvin Braker, City Attorney. 
 
 Mr. Warren stated that this requires a legal ruling and would be Mr. Braker’s as they 
 had previously discussed. 
 
 Mr. Braker stated that he agrees with Mr. Warren as this is something that they should 

render an opinion on relative to there being any conflict, in order to protect the Council 
person who sits in the East Ward.  Mr. Braker stated that they want to be sure that there are 
no issues relative to her serving in that capacity.  Mr. Braker stated that he feels it’s 
appropriate to table the resolution, until further research which shouldn’t take very long. 

 
 Council Vice President Marable asked Councilwoman Eason if there was some time prior to 

the meeting where she could have addressed this in terms of seeking an opinion. 
 
 Councilwoman Eason in response stated that she addressed it tonight after receiving a phone 

call.  Councilwoman Eason stated that she assumed Council President Abdul- Rasheed 
would have already looked this up and addressed it while soliciting people to become liaisons, 
as that is what the Council President is suppose to do.   

 
 Council President Abdul- Rasheed stated, if he had known that there would be a problem he 

would have addressed it prior to the meeting.  He stated, that is why we have colleagues, 
legislative research officers and advisors to advise because he’s not perfect but a human 
being.  Council President stated, now that it has been brought up it will be looked into but 
there certainly was no malice behind it, at least not from him. 

  
 Council Vice President Marable entertained a Motion to Postpone Table until August 4th 

Council Meeting. 
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 Motion: Williams      Second: Abdul- Rasheed 
 
  
 Council Vice President Marable recognized Mr. Braker 
 
 On the Motion, Mr. Braker stated to Council President Abdul- Rasheed that there has 

been no determination that there is a conflict, just so the record is clear.  He stated that 
there will be an opinion rendered pursuant to the Council’s request and at that time they 
will make a determination as to whether or not it is a legal conflict. 

 
 The Municipal Clerk announced the roll call as follows: 
 
 Yeas: Eason, Jones-Bell, Morton and Williams 
 Nays: Marable and Abdul- Rasheed 
 Abstentions: None 
 Absences: Corbitt 
 
 Council President Abdul-Rasheed ruled the motion was carried by Four Yeas, Two Nays, No 

Abstentions and One Absence. 
  
*201-2010 A Resolution Appointing Council Members Edward B. Marable, Jr., & Hassan Abdul-

Rasheed to The Budget Reconciliation Committee. 
 
 Motion: Williams       Second: Eason 
 
 The Municipal Clerk announced the roll call as follows: 
 
 Yeas: Jones-Bell, Marable, Morton, Williams and Council President Abdul- Rasheed 
 Nays: Eason 
 Abstentions: None 
 Absences: and Corbitt 
 
 Council President Abdul-Rasheed ruled the motion was carried by Five Yeas, One Nay, No 

Abstentions and One Absence. 
 
*202-2010 A Resolution Appointing Council Member Edward B. Marable, Jr., as the Liaison to the 

Police Department of the City of Orange Township. 
 
 Motion: Williams       Second: Jones-Bell 
 
 The Municipal Clerk announced the roll call as follows: 
 
 Yeas: Jones-Bell, Marable, Morton, Williams and Council President Abdul- Rasheed 
 Nays: Eason 
 Abstentions: None 
 Absences: and Corbitt 
 
 Council President Abdul-Rasheed ruled the motion was carried by Five Yeas, One Nay, No  
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 Abstentions and One Absence. 
 
 
*203-2010 A Resolution Appointing Council Members Edward B. Marable, Jr.,  Donna K. Williams & 

Hassan Abdul-Rasheed  as Members of the Municipal Council Personnel Committee. 
 
 Motion: Abdul- Rasheed      Second: Williams 
  
 Councilwoman Eason stated, just so the public knows why she voted no is because a certain 

Council person stated that the same Council people shouldn’t be on the same committee 
every year and that others should be given the chance.  However, when it comes to them it 
doesn’t matter so that is why she’s voting “no”. 

 
 Council President Abdul- Rasheed stated, from the hospital he asked the Clerk’s Office to 

send out a blast asking the Council Members to express what committees or boards they 
preference.  Council President stated that three Council Members didn’t respond.  Council 
President stated that he had spoke to one Council Member who told him that he was made 
aware but was too busy to respond.  Council President stated that he didn’t want to hold up 
those who did respond and wanted to keep the flow of business. 

 
 The Municipal Clerk announced the roll call as follows: 
 
 Yeas: Jones-Bell, Marable, Williams and Council President Abdul- Rasheed 
 Nays: Eason and Morton 
 Abstentions: None 
 Absences: and Corbitt 
 
 Council President Abdul-Rasheed ruled the motion was carried by Four Yeas, Two Nays, No 

Abstentions and One Absence. 
 
 

   Council Vice President Marable entertained a Motion to suspend the rules of the  
  Agenda to add ordinance 19-2010 to the Agenda. 

 
   Motion: Abdul- Rasheed      Second: Williams 
 

The Municipal Clerk announced the roll call as follows: 
   
  Yeas: Eason, Jones-Bell, Marable, Williams and Council President Abdul-Rasheed 
  Nays: Morton 
  Abstentions: None 
  Absences: Corbitt 
   
  Council President Abdul-Rasheed ruled the motion was carried by Five Yeas, One Nay, 
  No Abstentions and One Absence. 
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19-2010 An ordinance authorizing a special emergency appropriation in the amount of $250, 

400.00 for the complete reassessment of all properties in the City of Orange Township. 
 
   Council President Abdul-Rasheed stated that the public hearing and final adoption of 
   this ordinance will be on August 4, 2010, in the Council Chambers, Orange City Hall, 
   29 North Day Street, Orange, New Jersey, and the City Clerk shall publish the notice of  
   first reading, and the time and place the ordinance will be considered for final passage. 
  
              Council Vice President Marable entertained a Motion to Adopt on First Reading.  
  
 Motion: Marable      Second: Abdul- Rasheed 
  
 On the Motion, Councilwoman Eason asked if we had to use the two hundred and fifty 

thousand dollars in light of our three million dollar budgetary deficit.  Councilwoman 
Eason asked if we could leave this for a later time, and for those residence who are 
concerned about their taxes or re-evaluation of their properties, allow them do tax 
appeals instead. 

 
 Mayor Hawkins stated that it is very important that we address the tax re-evaluation at 

this point and time, and not suggest to the residence to just file tax appeals, if their 
uncomfortable with their taxes.  Mayor Hawkins stated that the reality is that re-
evaluation is mandated by while the state values are at their peak, and it has long since 
dropped.  He stated that this is a City wide issue that needs to be addressed and in order 
for us to move forward in a timely manner, and get these new values on the books we 
have to move this forward at this time. 

  
 Councilwoman Eason asked in light of the deficit where are we going to get two hundred 

and fifty thousand dollars. 
 
 Mr. Mason stated that there is a mechanism under the law call a Special Emergency 

Appropriations, which permits a municipality to take funds from its surplus revenue and 
pay its surplus revenue back over the next  five succeeding budget years, in this case.  
Therefore the two hundred and fifty thousand dollars and four hundred dollars will be 
divided and included in the next five succeeding budgets. 

 
 Mayor Hawkins stated that the goal is to reassess homes and bring them up to the 

current market conditions.  Therefore, this step is critical in taking steps to give the 
residence the relief they need. 

 
 Councilwoman Eason asked if was fair to the employees of the City to not know from day 

to day as to whether or not they’re going to lose their jobs.  She stated that we should 
take the money from the surplus to fulfill the deficit. 

 
 Mayor Hawkins stated, while he values the employees of this City but his responsibility is 

first to the residence and for their relief.  Mayor Hawkins stated that many of the 
residence are on the verge of losing their homes and they need relief, now.   
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 Council President Abdul- Rasheed recognized Marvin Braker, City Attorney 
 
 Mr. Braker stated that the Tax Assessor can certainly verify this, but he believes the time 

for tax appeals has passed. 
 
 Council President Abdul- Rasheed recognized Bridgida Carusso, Tax Assessor 
 
 Bridgida stated in response that the deadline for the tax appeal is April 1st.   
 
 Council President Abdul- Rasheed recognized Councilwoman Eason 
 
 Councilwoman Eason asked Ms. Carusso when the tax appeal season re-opens. 
 
 Ms. Carusso stated that tax appeals can be filed anywhere from the beginning of January 

to April 1st. 
 
 Council President Abdul- Rasheed recognized Councilwoman Williams 
 
 Councilwoman Williams encouraged all the citizens to come out to the next meeting on 

September 7th in consideration of this ordinance and voice their opinions, with respect as 
to what they would like to see this body do on their behalf. 

 
 Council President stated that they residence can call their Council Members now to begin 

dialogue, as there is no need for them to wait until that date. 
 
 Council President Abdul- Rasheed recognized Councilman Marable 
 
 Councilman Marable stated that he believes Mr. Feld asked a question earlier as it relates 

to what the total reassessment would cost. He stated, in 2006 the reassessment cost was 
four hundred thousand dollars and this year it’s significantly less.  Councilman Marable 
stated that he thinks it was improper to categorize this as a two hundred and fifty 
thousand dollar hit to the budget.  He stated that it is as Mr. Mason points out, a fifty 
thousand dollar expenditure.   However, per Ms. Carusso’s comment “the tax base is 
shrinking”, and as those four hundred and fifty tax appeals go forward a greater burden 
is placed on those home owners who are still paying taxes without appealing.  He stated, if 
this does not happen City wide there will be an even greater burden on those individuals, 
which are the majority of the tax payers.   

 
 Councilman Marable stated that he personally sent out over two hundred e-mails to 

South Ward residence apprising them of their rights, deadlines and what the process was 
because they are shouldering a tremendous burden, as it relates to the taxes in Orange.  
Councilman Marable stated, what this potentially does is allows us to equitably distribute  

 the tax burden in Orange.  Councilman Marable stated that he feels the notion that this 
will somehow make taxes go up is incorrect. 

 
 The Municipal Clerk stated that there needs to be two-thirds, which means five votes are 

needed for this ordinance to pass.   
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 Council President Abdul- Rasheed asked the City Attorney if he concurred with that 

statement. 
 
 The Municipal Clerk announced the roll call as follows: 
   
  Yeas: Jones-Bell, Marable, Williams and Council President Abdul-   
  Rasheed 
  Nays: Eason and Morton  
  Abstentions: None 
  Absences: Corbitt 
 
  Council President Abdul-Rasheed ruled the motion was carried by Four Yeas, Two Nays, 
  No Abstentions and One Absence. 
 
  Council President Abdul- Rasheed recognized Mr. Mason  
 
  Mr. Mason asked Council President if we could have the City Attorney research the law 
  on this ordinance as it relates to it needing two-thirds vote because he believes it’s a  
  resolution for special appropriations, which requires that particular vote. 
 
  Mr. Braker stated that he believes that it does require a two-thirds vote but would have 
  to take a look at it. 
 
  Mr. Mason stated, if the ordinance pass then the resolution that would be brought forth 
  would then require two-thirds vote. 
 
  Council President Abdul- Rasheed recognized Councilman Marable 
 
  Councilman Marable stated, by virtue of having ordinance 18-2010 withdrawn, it was an 
  opportunity to give some clarity to this notion of when agenda will be available to both 
  residence and Council Members.  Councilman Marable stated that the insertion is that 
  the existing ordinance which passed and is legally valid and binding was somehow in 
  error or mistaken.  Councilman Marable asked when we will get the next agenda package
  for the meeting scheduled August 4th.   
 
  Councilman Marable stated, as the law now states we will have the agenda the  
  Wednesday before the meeting.  He then stated that he would like some assurance that 
   they would get the agenda at that time, opposed to anytime thereafter. 
 
  The Municipal Clerk stated that the author of this ordinance clearly stated on minutes 
  and on tape the intent. 
 
  The Clerk stated that the vote was taken and passed with the by the majority with that 
  intent in mind.  The Clerk stated that it is impossible to  receive the agenda from the 
  Administration on Wednesday afternoon and to have it ready  for the residence and the 
  Council for pick up the same day.  The Clerk stated that we had the opportunity to make 
  it right. 
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  Councilman Marable stated that we had the opportunity to make it right tonight but it 
  was withdrawn so we lost that opportunity.  He stated that this notion of the intent of the 
  drafter is legally irrelevant, as the intent of the drafter is represented by what he drafted. 
  Councilman Marable stated that it is therefore for the Council to vote on what their  
  understanding of the intent is and the Council voted affirmatively.  He stated, what  
  Councilman Corbitt intended is irrelevant.  But what they saw on paper and voted on 
  is now the law of Orange.  Councilman Marable stated that it is his expectation that they 
  will have an agenda on that Wednesday and it is not impossible. 
 
  Council President Abdul-Rasheed asked when the August 4th agenda will be available for
  residence and Council. 
 
  The Clerk in response stated, if it is an agenda like the one tonight it will be ready  
  Friday.  The Clerk stated that the idea was to give us more time and not less time. 
  The Clerk stated for the record that there is no way that he’ll have the agenda ready the 
  same day he receives the material to put it together.  
 
  Councilwoman Eason asked Council President Abdul- Rasheed if she could be excused 
  and he granted her dismissal. 
     
  Council President Abdul- Rasheed requested a five minute Recess. 
 
  Council President Abdul- Rasheed Motion to Reconvene. 
 
 ROLL CALL       PRESENT  ABSENT 
 Hon. Elroy A. Corbitt             (At-Large)   _________  ____X____ 

Hon. Tency A. Eason             (North Ward)  _________  ____X____ 
Hon. Linda Jones-Bell            (East Ward   ____X____  _________ 
Hon. Edward B. Marable, Jr. (South Ward)  ____X____  _________ 
Hon. Rayfield Morton    (At-Large)   ____X____  _________ 
Hon. Donna K. Williams     (At-Large)   ____X____  _________ 
Hon. Hassan Abdul-Rasheed  (West Ward)  ____X____  _________ 
Council President 

 
 The Municipal Clerk announced that Council President Abdul- Rasheed had a quorum. 
 
 The Municipal Clerk announced that we were back in the Regular Meeting. 

      
       
ALSO PRESENT   

 
 Dwight Mitchell, Municipal Clerk    ____X____  _________ 
 Hon. Eldridge Hawkins, Jr., Mayor                                    ____X____                 _________ 
           Marvin T. Braker, City Attorney     ____X____  _________ 

Dwayne D. Warren, Legal Research Officer  ____X____  _________ 
 John F. Mason, Business Administrator    ____X____  _________ 
 Shinell Smith, Clerk’s Office    ____X____                 _________ 
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 There was further discussion between all parties involved regarding the validity of the  
 vote needed to pass ordinance 19-2010.  However, it was determined by the City Attorney 
 and agreed upon by the Legislative Research Officer and City Clerk that there was only a 
 majority vote needed in order to pass this ordinance.  However, there was a missing word in the 
 title of the ordinance which should have indicated “Special” Emergency Appropriation, as there 
 was a  space for it but it hadn’t been typed in.  It was stated with the insertion of the word 
 “Special” the  ordinance passes. 
 
 The Municipal Clerk announced that the ordinance passed on first reading but needed two-
 thirds vote on the second reading to be passed as an ordinance. 
 
 Mr. Mason stated that it is important that the public hearing for this ordinance be on August 4th 
 due time sensitivity.  He stated any further delay will make it difficult to have this program in 
 place and ready for January 2011. 
 
 Council President asked that the public hearing for this ordinance be advertised in the Star 
 Ledger for August 4th.    
 
13) MOTION TO ADJOURN       
 

 
Motion: Morton   Voice Vote    Second: Jones- Bell 
 
Corbitt and Eason were absent for this vote. 

 
  
 
 Adjournment Time: 11:58 PM 

 
 
  
             

Dwight Mitchell, RMC    Hassan Abdul- Rasheed 
Municipal Clerk     Council President 
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